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Rates of exposure to community violence and its relation
to some psychological symptoms in a sample of
adolescents in Misurata city

The current research aims to identify the nature of the
relationship between exposure to community violence (as
witness, hearing and victim), post-traumatic stress disorder and
depression, as well as to identify gender differences in different
type of exposures and to predict of post-traumatic stress disorder
and depression in light of violence. A sample of 250 male and
temale secondary school students in Misurata, war chosen (150)
males and (100) females with mean age (16.11) and standard
deviation (1.02). The researcher used the measure of exposure to
community violence (Richters and Soltzman 1990) , List of post
traumatic stressors (Wathers et al., 1993) and the Epidemiological
Center for Depression scale (Radloft, 1977).the results of the
study indicating a positive and relevant relationship between
exposure to community violence and symptoms of trauma and
depression In Males and females also found differences in
violence rates for males. exposure to violence as a victim
predicted of depression and trauma disorder in males and females
and overall sample.

KeyWords : community violence, Post Traumatic Stress

Disorder (PTSD) - Depression
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